Introduction
The New Brunswick Institute for Research, Data and Training (NB-IRDT) is a recently established provincial research data centre and data custodian hosting anonymized linkable administrative data from the Government of New Brunswick (GNB) and other public bodies. GNB has committed to transferring research-relevant data from across GNB operations to NB-IRDT.
Objectives and Approach
Although NB-IRDT had received a small number of administrative data sets from the GNB Department of Health as of the end of 2016, transfers of other datasets from the Department of Health, Department of Social Development and other Departments was halted because of a series of legal opinions citing a lack of legislative authority to do so. This presentation details an innovative and transformative approach that overcame these obstacles to facilitate continued data sharing with NB-IRDT not just from those Departments but from across the spectrum of government operations.
Results
Passed in the NB Legislature in March 2017 and proclaimed in May 2017, An Act Respecting Research modified 12 different pieces of existing legislation to define a clear legal authority through which pseudo-anonymized data from all of the Provincial Government plus numerous other public bodies could be transferred to NB-IRDT in linkable form. This included Acts as disparate as the Education Act, Mental Health Act, the Nursing Homes Act, the New Brunswick Housing Act, etc. An Act Respecting Research was the culmination of more than a year of collaborative effort between NB-IRDT and the Executive Council Office plus 14 different provincial line departments. The Act also permits the collection of the Medicare health insurance numbers by departments and public for data matching and transfer purposes.
Conclusion/Implications
The Act Respecting Research is unique in Canada and would not have occurred without GNB's commitment to the principle and practice of evidence-based policymaking. After the Act's passage, NB-IRDT has received numerous datasets and work is ongoing on many more, from postsecondary education to road accidents and workers compensation claims.
